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EuPA Minutes, 2nd General Committee, September 03, 2006


Minutes of the European Proteomics Association
	Meeting
	2nd  General Council


	Date and time:
	September 03, 2006 (14:00 to 18:30) 


	Place:
	Siena


	Participants:
	A) Country representatives
Emøke BENDIXEN, Luca BINI, Josef CHMELIK, Kari ESPOLIN FLADMARK, Concha GIL, Connie JIMÉNEZ, Friedrich LOTTSPEICH, Gyorgy MARKO-VARGA, Ingrid MILLER, Tuula NYMAN, Steven PENNINGTON, Deborah PENQUE, Thiery RABILLOUD, Pier Giorgio RIGHETTI, Jean Charles SANCHEZ
B) Members of Executive and Operation Committees, Guests
Juan Pablo ALBAR, Mike DUNN, Michael HAMACHER, Christine HOOGLAND, Peter JAMES, Christian KLEINHAMMER, Joachim KRAUS, Helmut E. MEYER, Patricia PALAGI

	Distribution
	Participants, Luca BINI, Ole JENSEN, Mathias UHLEN, Michael FOUNTOULAKIS, Tamas JANAKI

	Agenda:
	1. Minutes of the 1st GC, December 5, 2005, in Zurich

2. General Remarks, additional issues 
3. Statutes & Rules of Procedure
4. Operating Committees Reports on Status & Plans
- M. Dunn:           HUPO-Interactions
- C. Gil:               Education
- P. Righetti:        Funding
- J.-C. Sanchez: Communication 
5. EuPA 2009 Conference
6. Other issues, next meeting(s) 



(   Please distribute these minutes within your organisation.
Minutes of the 1st GC, December 05, 2005, in Zurich
The minutes were approved.
General issues
Legal status of EuPA: Since end of August, EuPA is an officially registered legal entity, a Society according to German law (eingetragener Verein, e. V.). The bank account for EuPA was subsequently established. 
Membership fees: The EuPA members will be asked to pay their fees (2 Euro per national member) according to the respective headcount (2006 for the first time) ((CK).

Legal status of EuPA members: 

· Austria: AuPA, the Austrian Proteomics Association has been founded as a registered legal entity.
· Italy:     The 2 Italian Proteomic Societies IPSo and IHUPO have now merged into the new Society ItPA, the Italian Proteomic Association (President: Paolo Mocarelli). The 1st ItPA Conference took place from July 02 to 04 in Pisa.
· Norway: The Norwegian Proteomic Society has reached the status of a legal entity.
Statutes and rules of procedure

As a supplement to the statutes, 'Rules of procedure' have been set up based on the 1st GC in order to describe the Organs of the Society, their duties and financial rules in detail. The distributed text was approved without a dissenting vote, i. e., these rules are now in force. 
Operation Committee reports on status and plans
The individual presentations will be collected and distributed separately ((CK). 
3.1. EuPA-HUPO Interactions (Mike Dunn)

One of the most important actual objectives of the Committee is the establishment of a well and interactively working liaison with the HUPO Initiatives. Especially the level of participation of European labs should be increased. F. Lottspeich proposed to consider the idea of a EuPA Initiative within the Committee since EuPA is in the position to apply for public funding. The next meeting of the Committee is at the occasion of the 5th HUPO conference in Long Beach.
3.2 Education (Concha Gil, Peter James)

In the recent working period working plans for 4 basic courses have been designed. 2 of them have already been conducted (in Madrid and Braga). For 2007/2008 advanced courses are in preparation (in Turku, Madrid and Edinburgh). The EuPA website offers a EuPA course submission form with a standard set of parameters for the purpose of a comparable course description. In addition, a call for participation in a proteomics networking/human mobility program has been posted there. The Committee will apply for funding within the 7th EU Frame Work Program and asks for support for preparation of that application. G. Marko-Varga proposed to apply for a grant dedicated to provide standardized materials for experimental courses. 
The DGPF Proteomics Summer School was recently held (in Bressanone/Italy) for the third time with great success. 50 members participated. Next year the course will become a joined EuPA/DGPF-activity: each member country is asked to select 2 students as participants. 

P. James reported on the progress to present important working procedures (including the corresponding power points) in the non-subscription area of the web pages of the 3 major journals. The plans for this Tutorial Program and the other presented activities were approved by all GC members. 
3.3 Funding (Pier Giorgio Righetti)

P.-G. Righetti presented the initial efforts to ask a considerable number of companies to become a EuPA sponsor. Unfortunately, the response was very low so far. Unavailability of an established bank connection might have hampered the success in fundraising too.
Due to the consequences which have developed from his move from Verona to Milan P.-G. Righetti decided to resign from the Coordinator function for the Funding Committee. For his succession a ballot took place between J. Calvete and S. Pennington in which S. Pennington obtained the majority. G. M.-V. joined the Funding Committee as a new member. C. Kleinhammer asked S. Pennington to send a list of tasks and activities of the Funding Committee in order to fill that gap in the Rules of Procedure. 
3.4. Congress & Communication Committee (Jean-Charles Sanchez, Christine Hoogland)
Website (www.EuPA.org): The EuPA site offers now a lot of very useful functionalities. C. Hoogland asked all members for their feedback on the website design and for cooperation by providing frequently information on their national activities.

Publication organ for EuPA: The committee pursued 3 options:

· A Public Library of Sciences (PLOS);
· Cooperation with Wiley-VCH focused on the edition of Conference Proceedings under the roof of an existing Journal;
· Cooperation with Elsevier aiming at the edition of a new journal (either as a relaunch of an existing one or from scratch)
The Committee obtained the authorisation to negotiate with Elsevier as the preferred option by a ballot in which the Elsevier option received the majority of votes.
EuPA Meetings 2007 and 2008: 
· 2007: February 10 -14 in Valencia
· 2008: End of August, at the occasion of the 7th HUPO World Conference in Amsterdam
J.-C. Sanchez summarized his presentation by stating that all initially planned activities are well 'on the way' or completed and announced to hand over the Coordinator function on that basis to someone else. Voting on his successor will be organized for the 3rd GC (see below).
3.5. European Relations Committee

The position of the Coordinator is still open. Julio Celis was proposed as a highly qualified candidate, and P. James offered to ask him.

4. EuPA Conference 2009

The GC had the choice between 4 candidate cities:
· Estoril

· Geneva

· Glasgow

· Stockholm

After each guest country had presented its bid, a further ballot was performed, in which Stockholm got the majority. The 3rd EuPA Conference will therefore take place in Stockholm, probably in June 2009.
5. Place and date of the 3rd GC
The 3rd GC will meet in Valencia, probably on Sunday, February 11, 2007, in the afternoon.
6. Task list

· collection of membership fees (( CK)

· distribution of the presentations held during the 2nd GC (( CK)
· preparation of a task and activity list for the Funding Committee (( S. Pennington)

· announcement of national activities on the EuPA website (( All)
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